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The Sanctifying Process of the Lord 

As we look to all that God desires for our lives, we must consider 
what it means to be sanctified for the Lord’s prophetic purposes. 
The meaning of sanctification is to be set apart unto God in holi-
ness.  

When we accept Christ as our Lord and Savior, we step into His 
righteousness, which covers all of our sin and shame. The Father 
only sees us through the righteousness of Jesus. He sees us as be-
ing perfected forever as the writer of the book of Hebrews ex-
presses so adequately. However, the sanctification process is an 
ongoing experience as we work out our salvation in fear of God.  
 
Hebrews 10:14 For by one offering He has perfected forever those 
who are being sanctified. 

When we are saved, the work of Christ is finished in our lives, but 
the work of the Holy Spirit is just beginning. He has much work to 
do as He leads us inexorably towards total conformity to the image 
of Christ. 

Romans 8:29 For Whom He foreknew, He also predestined to be 
conformed to the image of His Son, that He might be the firstborn 
among many brethren. 

It is through the sanctifying operation of the Lord that our ears are 
trained to discern the voice of the Lord as He guides and directs 
our lives to be all that we can be in Christ. As we yield to the Holy 
Spirit in this process, He conforms us to the image of Christ be-
cause this is the direction of the predestinated purposes of God. 
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Sanctifying Process of the Lord, Continued 

2 Corinthians 3:17-18 Now the Lord is the Spirit; and where the  
all, with unveiled face, beholding in a mirror the glory of the 
Lord, are being transformed into the same image from glory to 
glory, just as by the Spirit of the Lord. 

The key to staying in this process is to keep our eyes rested on 
the Lord. As we behold His image in our thoughts, we are grad-
ually changed into His image from glory to glory. As we give 
ourselves to the study of His Word, His ways and thoughts are 
embedded in our hearts and spirits, transforming and renewing 
our minds with a new perspective on life. All things become 
new as the old gives way to the newness that is now changing 
us. With our spiritual eyes now opened to the wonders of His 
Spirit, our minds are filled with new revelation and understand-
ing. 

As He breathes upon us, He teaches us to discern His gentle 
voice and promptings. With this, we experience new liberty in 
the spirit, which causes us to lay hold and cling to the new life 
that is now setting our hearts on fire. Thus the sanctifying pro-
cess of the Lord takes root with our lives now shaped by the 
Holy Spirit and the word of God. 

However, we must always keep in mind; we have an enemy 
who wants nothing more than to steal and destroy that which 
has begun to take root in our hearts. As Paul wrote to the Gala-
tians, “Who has bewitched you? Are you so foolish? Having be-
gun in the Spirit, are you now being made perfect by the flesh?”  

Sanctified by Fire. 

When John the Baptist came preaching his message of repent-
ance, people began looking to him as the coming Messiah. 
However, his response as seen in the following Scripture pas-
sage helps us to understand the root of the sanctifying process. 
It is the fire of the Lord that begins to burn the chaff in our lives. 
 
Matthew 3:11-12 I indeed baptize you with water unto repent-
ance, but He who is coming after me is mightier than I, whose 
sandals I am not worthy to carry. He will baptize you with the 
Holy Spirit and fire. 12His winnowing fan is in His hand, and He 
will thoroughly clean out the threshing floor, and gather His 
wheat into the barn; but He will burn up the chaff with un-
quenchable fire. 
 
When we are baptized in the Holy Spirit, the fire of God comes 
to refine us, burning the sinful chaff in our lives as we are 
changed from glory to glory.  

Our part in the sanctification process is to yield to the Holy Spir-
it, who is the One who convicts us of sin. As we respond to His 
gentle promptings in these areas, He gives us the victory we 
need, which causes us to triumph over the lusts that war 
against the soul. As we put on the characteristics of the new 
man, the Holy Spirit is leading us into; the old nature begins to 

disappear. We find that our desires are now toward all that God 
is doing in us rather than being dictated by the lusts of the flesh 
and the cultures of the world. 
 
1 John 5:19-20 We know that we are of God, and the whole 
world lies under the sway of the wicked one. 20And we know 
that the Son of God has come and has given us an understand-
ing that we may know Him who is true; and we are in Him who 
is true, in His Son Jesus Christ. This is the true and eternal God 
and eternal life. 
 
The cultures of the world all lie under the sway or control of the 
enemy. With the enemy’s tentacles reaching into every area of 
our culture, we quickly become numb to God’s ways. When we 
allow the norms of our culture to dictate to us what is right and 
wrong, we become numb in our spirits, and to the work of the 
Holy Spirit in us. As a result, we then quench or stifle His Spirit 
and the work He has been commissioned to do, even though 
He’s still there.  
 
In Paul’s letters to the Ephesians, Colossians, and Galatians, he 
deals with the character of the new man that is being formed in 
every Christian who has come to know Jesus Christ.  

Putting to Death the Sins of the Past. 

Being crucified to the world means that we are now in a state 
where we are actually in the process of putting away or putting 
to death the sins of the past. 

Colossians 3:5-7 (NLT) So put to death the sinful, earthly things 
lurking within you. Have nothing to do with sexual sin, impurity, 
lust, and shameful desires. Don't be greedy for the good things 
of this life, for that is idolatry.  

Paul mentions greed, shameful desires, and sexual sins, which 
includes sex outside of marriage, homosexuality, and all other 
forms of sexual immorality. Peter also includes impurity, which 
involves all types of pornography such as impure thoughts that 
Jesus spoke of. He then discusses lust, which would consist of 
all the areas mentioned in his letter to the Galatians such as 
adultery, fornication, uncleanness, lewdness, idolatry, sorcery, 
contentions, jealousies, hatred, outbursts of wrath, selfish am-
bitions, dissensions, heresies, envy, murders, drunkenness, rev-
elries and the like. He says those who practice these things will 
not inherit the kingdom of God. In other words, we are to be 
busy practicing righteousness, so that we don’t practice sin. 

It’s important to make a distinction between those who prac-
tice sin and those who occasionally stumble. Those who are 
genuinely seeking to walk in the Spirit may stumble sometimes, 
but will immediately repent and continue walking in the Spirit 
rather than wallowing in the sin They will quickly and boldly run 
into the arms of their faithful High Priest, Jesus, who sympathiz-
es with them, as they confess their sin. Continued next page 
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Sanctification Process Continued 

Putting of the Old Nature. 

Aside from the works of the flesh in the above-mentioned are-
as, Paul goes on to point out other areas that must be done 
away. 

Colossians 3:8-9 But now you yourselves are to put off all these: 
anger, wrath, malice, blasphemy, filthy language out of your 
mouth. 9Do not lie to one another, since you have put off the old 
man with his deeds. 

The expression “put off” is a strong one calling for a complete 
putting off of all that pertains to the old life. We are to strip off 
completely the former habits which cling to us like an old gar-
ment and fling them away like an outward suit of clothes. The 
following practices are as follows: 

Anger and Wrath – are associated with anger is wrath or venge-
ful rage. When anger boils up there is wrath. 

Proverbs 29:11 A fool vents all his feelings, but a wise man 
holds them back. 

Malice – Anger and wrath are wrong, but malice is worse be-
cause it is more rooted and deliberate. It is anger heightened 
and settled. 

Filthy Communication – This would involve swearing, coarse 
talking, and jesting. As Christians, our language should be pure 
and holy.  

Ephesians 4:29 Let no corrupt word proceed out of your mouth, 
but what is good for necessary edification, that it may impart 
grace to the hearers. 

Lying – Is a false statement or piece of information deliberately 
presented as being true—a falsehood. Lying is anything meant 
to deceive or give a wrong impression. 

The passage below shows how being changed and transformed 
into the image of Christ is our ultimate destiny.  

2 Corinthians 4:1-2 Therefore, since we have this ministry, as we 
have received mercy, we do not lose heart. 2But we have re-
nounced the hidden things of shame, not walking in craftiness 
nor handling the word of God deceitfully, but by manifestation 
of the truth commending ourselves to every man's conscience in 
the sight of God.  

Putting on the New Nature. 

In this section, the focus is on the character traits that are an 
essential part of the new creation Christ is molding us into. Our 
goal as Christians is to have the negative characteristics and 
habit patterns that were formed in us by our sinful, and fallen 
nature to be transformed into the Christ-like attributes of the 
new man or nature that are a part of God’s divine nature. 

Colossians 3:9-10 (NLT) Don't lie to each other, for you have 

stripped off your old evil nature and all its wicked deeds. 10In its 
place you have clothed yourselves with a brand-new nature that 
is continually being renewed as you learn more and more about 
Christ, who created this new nature within you. 

We must realize that active response to God’s will involves con-
stant change. The character traits that we are looking at are 
traits that should be a part of all our lives in varying degrees. 
We need to understand that Christ desires to develop these 
character traits to their full potential in us as we are changed 
from glory to glory in His image. 

The new man is created in true righteousness and holiness, 
meaning that if Christ is indeed a part of our lives and we will 
walk in His righteousness. As we do so, we take on His divine 
nature. 

Ephesians 4:23-24 and be renewed in the spirit of your 
mind, 24and that you put on the new man which was created 
according to God, in true righteousness and holiness. 

2 Peter 1:4 by which have been given to us exceedingly great 
and precious promises, that through these you may be partak-
ers of the divine nature, having escaped the corruption that is in 
the world through lust. 

Conversion and sanctification are designed to necessitate a 
definite break with the corruption caused by sin. When we 
come to know God through Christ, we not only escape the cor-
ruption of sin but also are renewed and restored to the divine 
image. 

The provision of the divine nature through repentance from sin 
and faith in Jesus Christ belong to the divine sovereignty of the 
Lord. But the application and the fulfillment of these is the hu-
man responsibility of every believer. The seeds of these charac-
ter traits come with being born again by God’s Spirit, but the 
full development of His divine nature in our lives is our respon-
sibility as we labor together with Him. The Bible says, “We are 
to put on the new man.” 

God has given believers all things that pertain to life and godli-
ness. It is the believers’ responsibility to take what God has giv-
en and use it for the glory of God. 

Colossians 3:12-15 (NLT) Since God chose you to be the holy 
people whom he loves, you must clothe yourselves with tender-
hearted mercy, kindness, humility, gentleness, and pa-
tience. 13You must make allowance for each other's faults and 
forgive the person who offends you. Remember, the Lord for-
gave you, so you must forgive others. 14And the most important 
piece of clothing you must wear is love. Love is what binds us all 
together in perfect harmony. 15And let the peace that comes 
from Christ rule in your hearts. For as members of one body you 
are all called to live in peace. And always be thankful. 

This is an abridged article. The full article can be downloaded 
By Clicking Here  

http://kenbirks.com/articles/sanctifying-process.pdf
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Hidden away in obscurity, desires 
unachieved lie in wait. 

Destiny lingers as undetected 
areas of the heart remain locked. 

Hidden deep in the recesses of 
the heart, treasures await. 

With the eyes of understanding 
enlightened, questions arise. 

What is locked away in obscurity 
that begs to be opened? 

Insight reveals the kingdom with-
in holds the keys to the heart. 

As questions seize the heart, light 
breaks through the cracks. 

Revelation and insight give way 
to that which has been locked. 

The heart fills with intensity and 
hope with treasures glimpsed. 

Undetected areas come forth as 
treasurers are disclosed. 

Destiny no longer lingers and 
waits with divine abilities un-
earthed. 

Faith moves forward as all things 
that pertain to life are dispersed 

With treasures opened, the heart 
presses forward in fervency. 

Forgetting the past, it reaches 
forward, laying hold, fearlessly. 

Free from the bondage of dark-
ness, the heart rejoices in discov-
ery. 

As seasons come and go, new 
treasures appear when required. 

With each season, new treasures 
of the heart must be opened. 

He who has the keys to the king-
dom is faithful to give the keys 
desired. 

Abilities, innate and divine, break 
forth as the keys unlock new 
treasures. 

Oh, that I might know Him, who 
has the keys to the kingdom. 

Scripture References: Proverbs 15:6, 
21:20, Isaiah 33:6, 45:3, Matthew 13:44, 
Ephesians 1:17, 5:14, Psalm 112:4, 
119:130, 2 Corinthians 4:6, 2 Peter 1:3-4, 
Philippians 3:12-14, Ephesians 5:8, Mat-
thew 16:19, 2 Corinthians 1:18-22. 

 
 

Straight Arrow Ministries is a Bible Teaching Ministry, both online and offline. The online ministry 

reaches over 6000 unique visitors a week from all over the world. It offers Bible Studies, Pod-

casts, Seminars, Sermon Outlines and other resources to help build and strengthen the body of 

Christ. Most materials are free of charge so that the body of Christ can be equipped for the work 

of the ministry. Pastor Ken Birks is also available for speaking engagements such as Bible Semi-

nars, Men’s Retreats and other avenues of ministry to help build the local church. 

The divine harmony of Scriptures with Scripture interpreting Scripture rather than relying on a par-

ticular school of thought is the essence of how the word of God is taught. No doctrine is an island 

unto itself. They must harmonize with the entire Bible. Loyalty to the Scriptures rather than a par-

ticular school of thought is the basis of what is taught. Whether it’s through Seminars, Bible Stud-

ies, Sermon Outlines or Podcasts, it is important to maintain an integrity to the purity of God's 

Word. This is what enables believers who hear to be instructed in righteousness and given good 

sound doctrine so that they are thoroughly equipped for every good work. Building a solid founda-

tion in God's Word is of the utmost importance with precept upon precept and line upon line being 

established so that the deeper truths have a foundation to be built upon.  

Unlocking the Treasures of the Heart 

By Ken L. Birks © 2018 Straight Arrow Ministries 

The Poets Corner 

Ken Birks is an ordained Pastor/
Teacher in the Body of Christ and is 
one of the pastors at The Rock of Ro-
seville in Roseville, California where 
he also functions as a Bible teacher. 
Ken has been a part of The Rock of 
Roseville since its inception in 1997.  

Prior to coming to The Rock of Rose-
ville, Ken was the Senior Pastor of 
Golden Valley Christian Center, a non
-denominational, Spirit-filled church, 
for twelve years. 

Ken's primary gift is in the area of 
teaching. He teaches the word of God 
with passion and balance with a pro-
phetic slant.  

He has an intense desire to impart a 
genuine love and appreciation for 
God’s Word. He is called to teach and 
preach God’s word and write in way 
that helps to shape and influence the 
minds and hearts of God’s people 
everywhere. 

A Little History 

About Ken L. Birks 

http://straitarrow.net/about
file:///C:/Users/klbirks/Dropbox/devotional-poetry/devotional-poetry%2010.17.2017.docx#TOC#TOC
http://rockofroseville.com/
http://rockofroseville.com/
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Perspectives Course & Class 

The Perspectives Course includes foundations for biblical understanding that 

were developed for providing believers lessons that are designed to give solid 

Biblical foundations in the elementary truths of God's Word. They are de-

signed with three things in mind—building a doctrinal foundation, developing 

godly character and discover and finding their destiny and purpose God has 

for them. 

This workbook is available in both Teacher and Student Manuals. If you are 

buying for Bible Study only, just order the Teacher's Manual. 

Please Click Here for Complete Info and How to Order 

More Perspectives Course and Class 

This course features lessons that are focused on three major areas of our 

Christian growth—doctrine, character and destiny. It includes more advanced 

subjects for the believer that are designed to give a deeper Biblical under-

standing of God’s Word that will strengthen the Christian foundation. 

This workbook is available in both Teacher and Student Manuals. If you are 

buying for Bible Study only, just order the Teacher's Manual. 

Please Click Here for Complete Info and How to Order 

The Journey Workbooks & Class 

This class is designed to go along with the book that Ken has written on 

"The Journey." It includes ten lessons. 

The goal of the class is to give you a glimpse into the path God has pur-

posed for your life and to help you seize your destiny and purpose. In do-

ing so, you will be able to live the role created for you. Whether you’re just 

starting out on your journey, anywhere in the middle, or have become de-

toured and lost your way, this practical seminar will help shine the light on 

the invisible path that not only leads to God’s goodness and experiencing 

His kingdom within, but also to the greatest adventure of your life! 

Please Click here for complete info and How to Order 

 

Please Note: All of these workbooks come in both Teacher’s and Student’s Manuals. You can order both 
Teacher and Student manuals if you want to incorporate them into the life of your church or ministry or 
you can order the Teacher’s Manual only for personal Bible study. 
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